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once, and that after Dinner, when we came down from 
Moiuit Vefimus. The Account I have herein given 
is all I could particularly remember in the Evening 
when we came home. They are continually find- 
ing more Piftures every Dayj and I do ajQTure you, 
that had I a Month to fpare, I would willingly go on 
Foot to Maple Sy to have the Pleafure of ftudyingthofc I 
have already fecn^ and feeing thofe which have been 
difcovcred Jlnce. * 

A^. B. Cardinal Albania at Rome^ has an antique 
Group of Thefeus and the Minotaur % where 
the Minotaur has the Head only of a Bull, as 
in the Pidure above-mentioned* 
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li A Letter from Mr. G. Stovin to his Son^ 
concerning the Body of a Woman, and an 
antique Shoe, found in a Morafs in the 
Ille of Axholm in Lincolnflbire. 

Rmd oa zs.'^'^HE Beginning of June laft, a la- 
J^z^Z- J^ bouring Man, oiJtmcotts in the 

lOe of Axholm, in the County of Lincoln^ was 
digging Turf or Peat in the Moors of Amcotts i 
and, ar about fix Foot from the Surface, his Spade 
cut the Toe of a Sandal, v^hich dropped into the 
Pit he was graveing Peat in 5 alfo Part of the Foot 
dropped in, which terrified the Man, and he left it. 
Hearirg of this Difcovery, I went and took fome 
Servants with me, to make further Difcovery 5 when 
'we foon found the other Sandal (which 1 now fend 

you 
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'^^ Sec Biore of thif*^ Ciuiofities iii thef^ Trmf, N""* 456 <^nd 458. 
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you whole and firm). It was very foft and pliable, 
and of a tawny Colour, with all the Bones of that 
Foot in it, and all the grifly Part of the Heel : And 
proceeding further, we found the Skin and Thigh- 
Boncs, which I mcafurcd to be eighteen Inches long. 
We then found all the Skin of the lower Parts of the 
Body, which was of the fame Colour of the Sandals, 
and very foft, with frefh Hair upon it, i^c. which 
diftinguifnM it to be a Woman, The Skhi drew or 
ilretch'd like a Piece of Doe-Leather, and was asflron^. 
We then found the Skin of the Arms, which was 
like the Top of a Muff or Glove, when the Eoaes 
were fhaken out. We then found this Hand I have 
fent, with the Nails as fredi as any Perfon s living 5 
which are now, both Hand and Nails, fhrunk very 
much, fince it was expofed to the Air : This Hand 
is the Lady's natural Skin fo tann'd, with the Nails. 
Wc lefr the Bones in the Fingers, where the Nails 
are, for fear the Nails fhould drop off, if that Joint 
was taken out. 

I want to be informed what x\ge they wore thofc 
Sandals in. Thefe muft, I think, be very antient, 
and have moft certainly been made of a raw Hide, by 
reafon they, and the Skin of the Lady, v/ere both of 
one Colour, and both had one Tanner; which I 
prefume, is the Moor-W^terj which is exaftly of 
the Colour of Coffee j and made fo by realon of 
fuch great Quantities of Oak and Fir- Wood, that we 
frequently dig out of thefc Moors; feveral Oak- 
Trees affording 1000 Pales for fencing, five Feet and 
an half long, and fix to eight Inches broad 3 which 
Oak- Wood is rated as black as Jet. The Fir- Wood 
retains its Turpeatine-Smellj and in hot Weather 

(when 
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(when it is expofcd to the Sun) the Turpentine will 
drop from it. This Wood is frequently riven into 
Laths for the Roofs of Houfes or Floors j- and what 
is remarkable, no Worm will toucii them* Tiie 
Pales mentioned above are fold from lo to if Shil- 
lings per hundred. We frequently find Hazle nuts 
and Fir- Apples in Abundance ^ which I think is a 
plain Proof, that the Trees fell in Autumn, when 
the Fruits were at Maturity. I think Dr. Shuck- 
ford makes it plainly appear that the General 
Flood happcn'd in Autumn. 

This Lady in all Probability was overwhelmed by 
fome ttrong Eddy of Watery for flie lay upon one 
Side bended, with her Head and Feet almoft toge- 
ther. 

It appears by the Maps of the Country, that this 
has beca the Rendezvous of all the Waters from the 
Souths Weft, and North Parts of the Kingdom 5 as 
for Inftancc, the River ^tm, from T^oncafter^ Ro^ 
therhamy and Sheffield^ which took in many more 
Streams 5 as the Idle, Trent , Torn, ^are. Rather^ 
&c. &c. Then the River Trent , which runs South 
to Gains brough , then to Torkfey, Newark^ Netting- 
harn^ T>erbyy Burton upon Trent-, Strafford, Trent- 
ham in Staffordjhire: And takes in a vaft Number of 
Rivulets : Then the Oufe, which comes from near 
Richmond, and takes in the Ure, Wharf, Bijhop's^ike^ 
Aire, Calder, and a great Number of Rivulets 5 which 
are all loft in that famous Eftuary the Humber. 

It is alfo to be obferved, that here is one Morafs 
twenty Miles round, Part in Hatfield-Chace*, an- 
other ten Miles round in the fame Chace, where 
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liic famous William of Lindkam had his CcIL In 
the middle of it, where his Body was found, for 
eight Miles round, is all a Morafs. 

The Connoiflcurs will give you their Opinion in 
the chief thing I want to know, which is, in what 
Age thofe Sandals were worn, and by what Nation : 
For it is not liice the Sc^ts or Irijh Broges^ though 
the Scots ^ I thinlc, formerly inhabited but a little 
Way off, t§ wit^ North of Humtet. Perhaps the 
^ams may wear fuch, or the aiiticot Saxons j for 
both thefe People muft be wa^Ii acquainted wirh thefc 
Parts, as the 'Dams under E^ar-Atheling incampcd 
a whole Winter in this Neighbourhood, and had a 
Station at Giganskmgh^ now Gainsbroifgh^ upon this 
Hiver Trent. 

At Boxky was a famous Roman Pavement, 15 
Yards fquare, the Roman Road, ^c^ alfo a fquare 
Platform at AldkoMgh, which 1 take to be Roman^ 
though no Difcoverics have as yet been made there s 
but at Roxbj large Quantities oi Roman Coins have 
hzQii found. I am 

Tour ever affeBionate Father ^ 

G. Stovin, 

y . S. As to this Water upon thefe Moors preferv- 
ing human Bodies *, it is moft certain j vij^. Part 
of a Body taken up at Geel by your Grandfa- 
ther Mr. Empfon 50 or 60 Years ago, and one 
in the great Moor near Thorn^ about 7 Years 
ago, with the Skin like tann'd Leather, the 

Hair, 



* See thefe Trmf. W. 434. p. 413. 
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Haii% Teeth, and Nails quite frcni.—— You will 
fee the Sandal * is of one Piece of Leather, 
and a Scam at the Heel, with a Thong of the 
fame Leather. 6"^^ Tab, L F/g. i. and 3. 
It is the Skin of the Hand that is jOtiifF'd, which 
has fufFcr'd by the Spade, ^f- 

IIL 



* Mr. Catesby F. R. S. Author of the Hiftory of Carolina^ 
&c, being prefent, laid, this Shoe or Sandal was exadly like what 
the Indians in yirginia wear at this Day, and call Mokaftn. 

tThat ingenious Artift and skilful Antiquary Mr, Geo, Vertue com- 
municated to me (C. -M) his Sentiments concerning this Sandal in 
the following Words : 

' When the above Letter was read at the aS^c/Wj (T/'y/^/Z^^^mj, 

* there was produced a Hand of the Woman therein mentioned^ 
« and a Sandal or Shoe taken from one of her Feet ; it being made 
« of Leather, tann'd Ox-Hyde ; but remarkable for being cut out 
« of one flat Piece, (fee Fig. 3,) fo as to fold about the Foot and 
' Heel ; the Form and make being fo contrived without under Heel* 
^ Piece, as to be fiat to tread on ; the Shape, that of a Woman's 

< Foot, and the Toe round-pointed. This being of an antierit 

* Form, tht Society order'd an exa^l Draught to be taken of both 

* that and the Hand ; which Drawings are preferved amongft 

< others belonging to that Society. It may be obferved concerning 

* the Antiquity and Ufe of Leather Shoes in England^ that this 

< Shoe or Sandal appears by its Form to be ancient. I conceive it 

* v/as before Edward the IV. 's Time, when, by Cuftom, piked 
' Shoes had increafed in Length, that all fuch who wore 
' them in exceffive Length were to be mulfted, or have them 

< cut fhorter, in palling in or out of the City-Gates of Z^«ii?;?» 

* This very likely had pafied amongfl the better fort of People 

* about the Kingdom \ for Chaucer in his Time mentions the life 

* of long piked Shoes, fo long as to be tied up by Strings or fmall 

* Chains to their Knees. 

* Thus it might have been with Mens Shoes, but not i;i fo long 
' a Degree for Womens Ufe 5 tho' obferving antient PiiStures of 

* Men and Women in Books of Illuminations, piked Shoes .ippcar 
' \i\ feveral Reigns from Ed. III. xoRkh. Ill, in England. 
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